Studies of catecholamine metabolism in schizophrenia/psychosis--II.
Acutely psychotic schizophrenic patients were maintained on debrisoquin (DBQ) throughout 5 weeks of treatment with haloperidol. Treatment with haloperidol caused initial increases in urinary homovanillic acid (HVA) output that returned toward baseline by the 5th week. During haloperidol treatment, plasma levels of HVA tended to decrease, concurrent with increased renal clearance of HVA. Plasma 3-methoxy-4-hydroxyphenylglycol (MHPG) levels and urinary MHPG output both decreased over the course of treatment. The differences in HVA and MHPG metabolism suggest differential effects of treatment on dopamine and norepinephrine systems. Neuroleptic treatment also abolished the marked morning decreases in plasma HVA concentrations (reported in part I).